
Grammar Basics: A Beginner's Guide to English Grammar

Introduction

Welcome to "Grammar Basics: A Beginner's Guide to English Grammar." This e-book 

is designed to help you understand and master the essential grammar rules needed 

to communicate effectively in English. Whether you're just starting out or need to 

review the basics, this guide will provide clear explanations and examples to help 

you improve your English.

Chapter 1: Subject-Verb Agreement

Learn how to make sure your subjects and verbs agree in number (singular or 

plural).

1.1 What is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Rule: A singular subject takes a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb.

Example 1: The cat runs fast. (singular)

Example 2: The cats run fast. (plural)

1.2 Common Rules

Rule 1: When the subject is singular, add an -s or -es to the verb.
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Example: She likes ice cream.

Rule 2: When the subject is plural, do not add -s or -es to the verb.

Example: They like ice cream.

Rule 3: With the pronouns I and you, always use the plural form of the verb, even 

though they are singular.

Example: I run every day. You run every day.

1.3 Practice Exercise: Subject-Verb Agreement

Exercise 1: Choose the correct verb to complete the sentence.

The dog (barks/bark) loudly.

The students (studies/study) hard.

He (enjoys/enjoy) swimming.

Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb.

She ____ (play) the piano.

They ____ (read) books every night.
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The boy ____ (like) soccer.

Chapter 2: Understanding Nouns

Learn about different types of nouns and how they function in sentences.

2.1 What is a Noun?

Definition: A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea.

Examples: teacher, city, apple, happiness

2.2 Types of Nouns

Common Nouns: General names for things (e.g., dog, city, car).

Proper Nouns: Specific names for things and always start with a capital letter (e.g., 

London, Sarah, Toyota).

Countable Nouns: Nouns that can be counted (e.g., apple, car).

Uncountable Nouns: Nouns that cannot be counted (e.g., water, sugar).

2.3 Practice Exercise: Identifying Nouns

Exercise 1: Underline the nouns in the following sentences.

The dog is playing in the park.
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Sarah loves to read books.

We need more water for the trip.

Exercise 2: Write whether the following nouns are common, proper, countable, or 

uncountable.

Paris (Proper)

apple (Countable)

love (Uncountable)

Chapter 3: Understanding Verbs

Learn about action verbs, linking verbs, and helping verbs.

3.1 What is a Verb?

Definition: A verb is a word that expresses an action or a state of being.

Examples: run, jump, is, are

3.2 Types of Verbs

Action Verbs: Show what someone or something is doing (e.g., run, eat, sing).

Linking Verbs: Connect the subject to more information (e.g., am, is, are, was, were).

Example: She is a teacher.

Helping Verbs: Help the main verb in a sentence by extending its meaning (e.g., will, 
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have, can).

Example: She can swim. They have finished.

3.3 Practice Exercise: Identifying Verbs

Exercise 1: Underline the verbs in the following sentences.

She runs every morning.

They are happy.

He has finished his homework.

Exercise 2: Write whether the following verbs are action, linking, or helping verbs.

jump (Action)

is (Linking)

will (Helping)

Chapter 4: Tenses

Understand how to use different tenses to express time in English.

4.1 Present Tense

Simple Present: Used for habitual actions or general truths.
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Examples: She walks to school. Water boils at 100°C.

Present Continuous: Used for actions happening now or around the current time.

Examples: She is walking to school. They are eating lunch.

4.2 Past Tense

Simple Past: Used for actions that happened and finished in the past.

Examples: She walked to school yesterday. They ate lunch an hour ago.

Past Continuous: Used for actions that were happening at a specific time in the past.

Examples: She was walking to school when it started raining. They were eating when 

the phone rang.

4.3 Future Tense

Simple Future: Used for actions that will happen in the future.

Examples: She will walk to school tomorrow. They will eat lunch later.

Future Continuous: Used for actions that will be happening at a specific time in the 

future.
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Examples: She will be walking to school at 8 AM. They will be eating at 1 PM.

4.4 Practice Exercise: Tenses

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb.

She ____ (walk) to school every day. (Simple Present)

They ____ (eat) lunch when I called. (Past Continuous)

He ____ (visit) his grandparents next weekend. (Simple Future)

Exercise 2: Identify the tense of the following sentences.

She is reading a book. (Present Continuous)

They will travel to Paris. (Simple Future)

He played soccer yesterday. (Simple Past)

Chapter 5: Adjectives and Adverbs

Learn how to describe nouns and verbs.

5.1 What is an Adjective?
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Definition: An adjective is a word that describes a noun or pronoun.

Examples: happy, tall, red, fast

5.2 What is an Adverb?

Definition: An adverb is a word that describes a verb, adjective, or another adverb.

Examples: quickly, very, well, slowly

5.3 Common Adjective and Adverb Rules

Rule 1: Adjectives usually come before the noun they describe.

Example: She has a beautiful dress.

Rule 2: Adverbs often end in -ly and come after the verb.

Example: He runs quickly.

5.4 Practice Exercise: Adjectives and Adverbs

Exercise 1: Underline the adjectives in the following sentences.

The blue sky is clear.

She has a new car.

The happy child is playing.

Exercise 2: Underline the adverbs in the following sentences.

She sings beautifully.
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He ran quickly to the store.

They worked hard all day.

Chapter 6: Prepositions

Learn how to use prepositions to show relationships between different parts of a 

sentence.

6.1 What is a Preposition?

Definition: A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between a noun (or 

pronoun) and other words in a sentence.

Examples: in, on, at, under, between, with

6.2 Common Prepositions

Location: in, on, at, under, above

Examples: The book is on the table. She is in the room.

Time: at, on, in

Examples: We will meet at 5 PM. She was born on Monday.

Direction: to, from, into, out of
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Examples: He walked to the store. She came from the city.

6.3 Practice Exercise: Prepositions

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition.

The cat is ____ the table. (on/under)

We will meet ____ 6 PM. (at/in)

She walked ____ the park. (to/from)

Exercise 2: Circle the prepositions in the following sentences.

The keys are on the table.

They went to the store.

She will arrive at 3 PM.

Chapter 7: Articles

Understand how to use "a," "an," and "the" correctly.

7.1 What is an Article?

Definition: Articles are words that define a noun as specific or unspecific.
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Examples: a, an, the

7.2 Definite and Indefinite Articles

Definite Article ("the"): Refers to a specific noun.

Example: The cat is on the mat.

Indefinite Articles ("a" and "an"): Refers to a non-specific noun.

Example: A cat is on a mat. An apple is on the table.

7.3 Practice Exercise: Articles

Exercise 1: Choose the correct article ("a," "an," or "the") to complete the sentence.

I saw ____ cat in the garden. (a)

____ apple a day keeps the doctor away. (An)

____ sun is bright today. (The)

Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct article.

She has ____ car. (a)
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He ate ____ orange. (an)

____ book on the table is mine. (The)

Chapter 8: Practice and Review

Review the key grammar rules and practice using them in sentences.

8.1 Review Quiz

Part 1: Identify the correct subject-verb agreement.

The dog (bark/barks) at strangers.

They (run/runs) in the park.

Part 2: Choose the correct tense for the following sentences.

She (walks/walked/will walk) to school yesterday.

They (are eating/ate/will eat) dinner now.

Part 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition.

The cat is ____ the chair. (under)
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We will meet ____ noon. (at)

Part 4: Write whether the underlined word is an adjective or adverb.

She runs fast. (Adverb)

The red apple is sweet. (Adjective)

8.2 Sentence Writing Practice

Write three sentences using different tenses.

Write three sentences using adjectives and adverbs.

Write three sentences using prepositions correctly.

Conclusion

Congratulations on completing "Grammar Basics: A Beginner's Guide to English 

Grammar." By understanding these fundamental rules, you are now better equipped 

to communicate clearly and effectively in English. Keep practicing, and soon these 

grammar rules will become second nature to you!
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Additional Exercises

Chapter 1: Subject-Verb Agreement

Exercise 3: Correct the sentences if the subject and verb do not agree.

The children plays in the park every day.

She walk to school every morning.

The dogs barks loudly at night.

Exercise 4: Write sentences using the following subjects and verbs. Ensure proper 

subject-verb agreement.

(He, study)

(They, play)

(The bird, sing)

Chapter 2: Understanding Nouns

Exercise 3: Categorize the following nouns as common, proper, countable, or 

uncountable.
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milk (Uncountable)

New York (Proper)

chairs (Countable)

Exercise 4: Write a sentence using a proper noun and a common noun.

Example: "Sarah lives in Paris."

Chapter 3: Understanding Verbs

Exercise 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct verb.

She ____ (has/have) a new car.

They ____ (is/are) happy with their grades.

He ____ (play/plays) the guitar well.

Exercise 4: Write two sentences: one using an action verb and another using a 

linking verb.

Example: "The dog runs fast." (Action)
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Example: "The cake smells delicious." (Linking)

Chapter 4: Tenses

Exercise 3: Rewrite the following sentences in the tense indicated in parentheses.

She watches TV every evening. (Past Tense)

They will travel next week. (Present Continuous)

He was reading a book. (Simple Future)

Exercise 4: Create sentences in each of the following tenses:

Simple Present: ______________

Simple Past: ______________

Simple Future: ______________

Chapter 5: Adjectives and Adverbs

Exercise 3: Add an adjective to describe the nouns in the sentences.

The ____ car is parked outside.

She wore a ____ dress to the party.
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We ate ____ food at the restaurant.

Exercise 4: Add an adverb to describe the verbs in the sentences.

She sings ____.

He walked ____ to the store.

They worked ____ all day.

Chapter 6: Prepositions

Exercise 3: Choose the correct preposition to complete the sentence.

The cat is (in/on/at) the box.

We will meet (in/at/on) Monday.

She walked (to/from/into) the house.

Exercise 4: Write sentences using the following prepositions: in, on, at, under, 

between, with.

Example: "The book is on the table."
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Chapter 7: Articles

Exercise 3: Fill in the blanks with "a," "an," or "the."

She found ____ interesting book at the library.

____ sun is shining brightly today.

I want ____ apple from the basket.

Exercise 4: Correct the sentences if the articles are used incorrectly.

I saw an dog in the park.

A moon is very bright tonight.

He has the umbrella for rainy days.

Mixed Practice

Exercise 1: Combine subject-verb agreement, nouns, verbs, and tenses in the 

following sentences.

The students (study/studies) hard for (their/his) exams every night. (Subject-Verb 

Agreement, Nouns)

She (is/are) always (happy/happily) when she (see/sees) (her/the) friends. (Subject-

Verb Agreement, Adjectives and Adverbs)
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Exercise 2: Create a short paragraph using at least three different tenses, three 

adjectives, two adverbs, and four prepositions.

Example: "Yesterday, I walked to the beautiful park quickly because I was late. In the 

park, I saw a tall tree with many green leaves. I will go there again on Friday."
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